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public buildings. They hoped to present the Reich and Poland with
a fait accompli and to proclaim, without any incident, the reunion
with Germany. But convinced, with reason no doubt, that the Polish
troops would immediately enter the City, the President of the Senate,
accompanied by the President of the Bank of Danzig and the head
of the Department for Foreign Affairs, flew to Berlin on March 28
and persuaded the Party Headquarters that strict orders should
be issued at once to the Danzig units, forbidding any kind of agitation.
Herr Greiser's intervention was facilitated by the absence of the
Gauleiter, who was in hospital for an operation. If Herr Forster had
been present, events would doubtless have taken a different course.

The present line of argument of the local National-Socialist autho-
rities is as follows: Germany and Poland maintain their friendly
relations, which the former has never dreamed of disturbing. In the
spirit of the Treaty of 1934 and in order to strengthen still further these
relations, Germany has merely formulated several demands which
the Warsaw Government refused to consider, a refusal strictly within
their rights. If some anxiety seems to have been felt in Poland, who
has, without any reason, believed her interests to be threatened, this
is due to the action of agitators belonging to the military and Franco-
phile Party and not to the responsible and serious-minded politicians,
who remained perfectly calm. In Germany, the Fiihrer was obliged
to take steps which at times seemed brutal in order to put the army
in its proper place in the nation and to prevent any usurpation of
power; it is to be hoped that the Warsaw Government will derive
inspiration from this method, the application of which in Poland, to
say the least, is equally necessary.

It seems that, for political as well as for economic reasons, it will
be impossible to maintain the statics quo here. It is felt that most
of the'high officials and the majority of the population do not
desire the return to the Reich, the former because they wish to remain
the most important persons in this State, Lilliputian though it be,
and the latter because they have no illusions about the hardships and
restrictions that will be laid upon it as soon as the frontiers, which
still offer some protection, are removed. But it will be difficult in the
future to control the exasperation of the more ardent Nazis, who are
hoping for a new and speedy victory for Germanism, a victory which,
this time, is to be their own direct achievement. Many of them have
recently stayed up night after night, expecting from hour to hour the
arrival of the German troops.

Then again, the uncertainty of the situation is having disastrous
effects on the traffic of the port. The Polish authorities had ordered
the removal of rolling stock and small craft, the merchants have sent
their stocks of goods to Poland, the Polish credits have been with-
drawn, grain and flour are no longer sent from Poland except on
presentation of a letter of credit in that country.

At the same time, the population, fearing that they would be
compelled to accept marks at an arbitrary rate when the local coinage
was withdrawn from circulation, exchanged this in considerable quan-
tities for zlotys or contraband marks at 1 mark to 70 Danzig pfennigs,